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' That's  impossible.'   But  the  other  drags

him up.    .    *     "l

No creed needed so much as Buddhism to be
left severely alone by political patronage, and to
work out its slowly permeating and leavening
effect undisturbed by ignorance in high places.
But just as, in the Protestant lleforma-
tion, with the assumption by civil rulers
of states of the headship over the reformed
Churches, there went along with it a great
advance of organization, discipline, and pro-
paganda in the Roman Church; so in India*
under Asoka, the development of the khat-
tiyas into the new imperialism of civil and
(virtually) religious headship over India, was
met by a corresponding consolidation of
Brahmin tradition and influence. Gods and
heavens and beliefs as to the soul and its
destiny had undergone no little modification,
since first their Aryan ancestors brought the
Vedic hymns into India* Nevertheless the
religious ritual upheld by the Brahmins met
a chronic popular demand relatively ignored
by Buddhism, It gave ceremonial dignity
and sacramental sanction to all the vital
features of physical and social life. Hardly
may any religion endure as solely sufficient,
that does not recognize and enhance the
ordinary life of man in all its aspects.

If in the long run its political allies proved
bad friends, Indian Buddhism, in the philoso-
phical aberration of its degeneracy, went far
* Majjhima-Nik&ya, iii, 129 /,